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Obituaries

Margaret Lois Bunge
September 13, 1920—
April 11, 2009
Margaret Lois Bunge was
born September 13, 1920. She lived
in the central Gulf Coast Area of
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Texas for 88 happy years. Marga-
ret departed this world April 11.

Born Margaret Lois Ander-
son, she grew-up in Matagorda
County, and graduated with the
Class of ‘38 at Boling High School.
That fall, she met Lester P.W.
Bunge and married the already
prominent rice farmer-cattleman
on December 22, 1938.

Margaret became the consum-
mate farmer-rancher’s wife, start-
ing out with a honeymoon cottage
at the Clay Ranch... northwest of
El Campo... with no electricity or
telephone and with the closest all
weather road three miles away.

Margaret and Lester moved to
their home on Highway 71 north
of Garwood in 1945 where they
raised their three children (Car-
ole, Les and Oscar) and where
Margaret continued to reside
after Lester’s death in 1986.

In January 2008, she moved
to Schulenburg Regency Nurs-
ing Center in Schulenburg. She
departed this world peacefully
after a short illness at Methodist
Hospital with family members by
her side.

Throughout life, she was a
major part of her community. She
served in leadership positions in
each and every organization she
chose from Church organiza-
tions like the Catholic Daugh-
ters, Christian Mothers, and
Associates of the Sisters of the
Incarnate Word...to groups like
the County Republican Women,
the Columbus Music Club, the
Midfield Cemetery Association,
and both San Antonio and Hous-
ton Livestock Show and Rodeo,
to name a few. There was not a
charitable cause proposed to her
that she did not immediately see
as worthy of her donation of both
time and money.

She said,” We must all strive to
be beautiful. True beauty comes
from within and starts with loving
The Lord”. Margaret practiced
that mantra her entire life. She
loved people and touched every-

one with her beauty, her love and
her lightheartedness. Margaret

had to have music in her life.
Gifted with an outstanding Con-
tralto voice, she performed for
The Lord, at weddings, gradua-
tions and many other private and
public events.

During the last decade or so
of her life, she found the Country
Opry. Prior to her death, she was
attending at least nine Oprys a
month in various towns. She was
in fact, attending the Giddings
Country Opry when she became ill
on April 6, 2009. She loved to dance
and always bragged that she was
married to the best dancer in
Texas... in fact, she met Lester
during a dance at the Palacios
Pavilion. She enjoyed her last
dance (as far as we know) with
her son-in-law at a Valentine Ball
on February 14, 2009.

Her home was the center for
parties throughout her life as she
graciously hosted memorable
events for her family and friends.
Beautiful ladies luncheons, ladies’
tea parties, and children’s parties
always seemed to be on the menu.
She hosted her last formal Dinner
Party for twenty-five at Christmas
2008.

Throughout a very busy and
bountiful life, Our Lord was al-
ways right there with her and her
rosary was never more than arms
length away. None could ever
question that The Lord came first
with this lady. Her religion was
paramount! Margaret would pray
with you and tell you a joke, some-
time almost simultaneously... The
Lord must have given her the idea.
She was forever the great lady...
and truly the Queen of her family.
Upon becoming a grandmother
in 1964, she became “Momma B”
and-remained “Momma B” right
down to the license plate on her
wheelchair accessible van, which

she seemed to always have on the
road, going from one social event
to another.

Margaret Bunge is survived
by her brother, Halley Anderson
and wife, Dorothy; her sister-in-
law, Geneva Bunge; and by her
three children, Carole B. Halla
and husband, Billy Ray Emfin-
ger, Les Bunge and friend, Karol
Kallina, and Oscar L. Bunge and
wife, Barbara; six grandchildren,
Loueva Halla Hatfield and hus-
band, Keith, Carl Bunge Halla and
wife, Tara, Alexis Bunge Eakes
and husband, Phil, Loris Bunge
Boggs, Lada Bunge Lomax, and
Tonda Bunge Sellers and hus-
band, Shawn; and her two step
grandchildren, Joshua Wilson
Emfinger and wife, Jennifer and
Todd Slaughter.

Margaret lived to enjoy 12
great-grandchildren and four step
great-grandchildren.

Arosary and wake service was
held at St. Mary’s Church in Nada
at 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 14.

Funeral mass and services
were at 10 a.m., Wednesday, April
15, at St. Mary’s Church in Nada.
Internment was a private family
event at Lakeside Cemetery in
Eagle Lake. Arrangements un-
der the direction of Eagle Lake
Funeral Home.

Pallbearers were great-grand-
sons, Logan Hatfield, Landon Hat-
field, Korby Halla and Brandon
Scott; Randy Waligura and Billy
Ray Krenek.

Honorary pallbearers were
Louis Cranek, Leon Cranek,
Johnny Poole, Ed Moeller and Bill
Carpenter.

Memorial donations may be
made to St. Mary’s Church, Nada,
Texas 77460.

Sympathy is extended to the
family in their loss.

Jake Allen Wittig

Jake Allen Wittig, one-day-old
infant son of Daniel Paul Wittig
and Tiffany Leigh Wilkerson Wit-
tig passed away Friday, April 17,
2009 at Texas Children’s Hospital
following a brief illness.

He was born in Houston on
April 16, 2009.

A rosary was recited at 6 p.m.
Sunday evening, April 19 at the
chapel of the Wharton Funeral
. Home and a Mass of the Angels
was held at 10 a.m. Monday, April
20 at Holy Cross Catholic Church
in East Bernard with Father Don
Ruppert officiating. Burial fol-
lowed in the Evergreen Memorial
Park Cemetery in Wharton.

Survivors include his parents,
Daniel and Tiffany Wittig of Whar-
ton; grandparents, Herman and
Linda Wittig of Boling and How-
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ard and Gretchen Wilkerson of
Eagle Lake; great grandparents,
Waymond Schulze of Boling, Clara
Gold of Garwood and Shirley Wilk-
erson of Eagle Lake.

Jake was preceded in death
by his grandmother Betty Ann
Wittig.

Pallbearers were Glenn Wittig,
Bruce Wittig, Keith Wittig and
Garett Cranek.

In lieu ofusual remembrances
the family requests memorials to
the Jake Allen Wittig Memorial
Fund, Prosperity Bank, 141 W.
Burleson, Wharton, TX 77488,
which will go to Texas Children’s
Hospital for research.

Funeral services were under
the direction of the Wharton Fu-
neral Home.

Sympathy is extended to the
family in their loss.

Guadalupe G. Torrez

Guadalupe G. Torrez (better
know as Jr.), 38, passed away April
14 in Houston.

He was born March 23, 1971
in Yoakum.

Jr. was a diesel mechanic and
of Catholic faith.

Jr. was preceded in death by
two grandfathers; and one grand-
mother.

He leaves to cherish his mem-
ories grandmother, Elena Torrez
of Yorktown; parents, Guadalupe
Torrez, Sr. and Rachael of Eagle
Lake; son, Guadalupe Jesus Tor-
res; sisters, Jo Ann Perry, Bobbie
Joe Contreras and Benny all of
Eagle Lake and Jennifer Owens
and Joey of Columbus; brothers,
Steve Torrez, Sr. and Elaine and
Marcus Torrez all of Eagle Lake.

Funeral services were held at
the Parish of the Nativity Church
on April 17 at 1 p.m. with Father
Robert Guerra officiating. Burial
followed at Nativity Cemetery.
Arrangements were entrusted to
Eagle Lake Funeral Home.

Pallbearers were Ruben Her-
rera, Bennie Cuellar, Oscar Gar-
cia, Juan Castillo, Stephen Wafer
and Ben Stevenson. .

Honorary pallbearers were
Guadalupe J. Torres, Nicholas
Contreras, Panthera Owens and
Ervin Gomez.

Sympathy is extended to the
family in their loss.
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Attend the Church of Your Choice...

EQUIPPERS OUTREACH FELLOWSHIP INTERNATIONAL: 200 N. College,
Weimar, Texas 78962; 979-725-8233; Pastor Jerry Adkins.

GREATER RISING STAR BAPTIST CHURCH: 580 Old Altair Road, Eagle Lake;
Rev. Truman Scott Sr., Pastor; 234-2423 or 758-3745.

GREATER UNION BAPTIST CHURCH: Matthews Community; Co. Rd. 141; Rev.
Lawrence C. Robertson, Pastor; 234-2581.

MT. CARMEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH: Hwy. 90-A (Pecan Valley), Eagle
Lake; Rev. H.O. Williams, Pastor; 234-5813.

LIVING HOPE CHURCH: Eagle Lake; Revs. Joe and Mercy Fling; 234-5536.

BEREA CLADIC: 623 Maple Avenue, Eagle Lake; 234-2130.

ROCK ISLAND FULL GOSPEL: P.O. Box 232, Rock Island; 234-5840.

CHRISTIAN CITY FELLOWSHIP: 1140 Meyer, Sealy; Rusty Griffin, Pastor.

THE DAY OF PENTECOST APOSTOLISTIC REVIVAL RISING STAR: FM 102
South, Matthews; 4 p.m. (at Mt. Zion), Rev. R L. Carter Sr.

GREATER NEW FAITH CHURCH: 6406 Guyler, Wallis; Rev. Clay Spears, Pastor;
979-478-2169.

EAST BERNARD FIRST BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST: 527 N. Lake, Eagle Lake; Rev. Kevin Collison, Pastor; 234-2571.

FRIENDSHIP BAPTIST: 405 S. Lake, Eagle Lake; 234-5795.

IGLESIA BAUTISTIA GETSEMANT: 901 B Street, Eagle Lake; Rev. Mario Vasquez.

GREATER MT. OLIVE BAPTIST: Rev. Dave Curry; 709 N. Lake, Eagle Lake;
234-3545.

WRIGHT GROVE BAPTIST: Rev. T.J. Cunningham Jr.; Altair.

PROVIDENCE BAPTIST: 1207 Seaholm, Eagle Lake; Rev. Coby Shorter Jr., 234-3735.

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH: 306 E. Stockbridge, Eagle Lake, 234-3437.

ROCK ISLAND BAPTIST: Bob Allison, Pastor.

SHERIDAN FIRST BAPTIST: FM 2437, 234-3136.

WHITE CLOUD BAPTIST CHURCH: 202 Old Altair Road, Eagle Lake; Rey. Obie
Rhodes, Pastor; 234-3800.

JESUS IS MY REFUGE: 115 N. McCarty, Eagle Lake; Rev. Diana Aguilera.

CHURCH OF CHRIST: Sheridan,

NEW LIFE FELLOWSHIP: Hwy. 90A, Sheridan; Del Sanford, Pastor; 234-3276.

CHRIST OUR REDEEMER-Charismatic: Jerry C. McKinney, Pastor; 979-478-7534 or 478-6512.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH: East Bernard.

CATHOLIC PARISH OF THE NATIVITY: Our Lady of Perpetual Help Sanctuary: 308 N.
Stevenson, Eagle Lake; 8 a.m. (Espanol), 10 a.m. (English) 6 p.m. Saturday (English),
Rev. Robert F. Guerra, P.O. Box 307; 234-2842.

ST.MARY’S CATHOLIC CHURCH: Box 97, Nada; Fr. Joe Vrana; 758-3218.

GRACE LUTHERAN: 408 N. Stevenson, Eagle Lake; Services begin at 11a.m.; Rev. Bill
Mosley, Pastor; 234-3381.

LEHRER MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST: Garwood; 9 a.m. worship.

LISSIE UNITED METHODIST: Rev. Janice Kerlee, Pastor; 234-2112, Lissie.

ROCK ISLAND METHODIST: Ken Seller Jr. Lay-Pastor.

UNITED METHODIST: 200 W. Prairie; Sunday School 9:30 a.m., Worship, 10:45 a.m.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN: 106 E. State Street, Eagle Lake; 234-3368.

VINE OF THE LORD: 1300 E. State Street, Eagle Lake; Rev. Paul Aguilar, Pastor;
234-7543.

CROSSROAD ASSEMBLY OF GOD: 510 Wallace, East Bernard; Pastor George Kutach;
979-335-7706.

THE CHURCH OF CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS: 600 W. St., Sealy; Marshall
Crosby, Branch Pres.

CHURCH OF CHRIST: 815 Milam, Columbus; Lynn Wilson, Minister.

THE SHEPHERD’S WAY: Interdenomination Christian Fellowship; 1225 Eagle Lake
Road, Sealy, Frank Lucas, Pastor; 979-885-1225.

SOUTH POINT BAPTIST CHURCH: 6407 Hwy 71-S, Garwood; 979-758-3039.

ASEMBLEA DE DIOS HOSANNA: 403 East Main, Eagle Lake; 979-732-1966; Pastor
Romero Rodriguez Jr.

BIBLE TRUTHAPOSTOLIC CHURCH: Comer of S. Wharton & E. First St., El Campo;
Pastor Larry T. Smith, 979-543-2331 -non-denominational.

Bible Verse
of The Week

“And we pray this in order that
you may live a life worthy of the Lord
and may please him in every way:
bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God,
being strengthened with all power
according to his glorious might so
that you may have great endurance
and patience.”

Colossians 1:10-11

Submitted by Donna Samora

ALL AROUND
Cowsoy CHURCH

2551 Hwy. 36 North - Sealy
Everyone is WELCOME

A come as you are Church.
Sunday 10 a.m.; Bible Study,
6 p.m.; Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Pastor: Sonny Rice
979-885-2799



